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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The lislixig of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in Hic 
application: 
IJxting of Claims: 

1-23 (Cancelled) 

24, (Currently Amended) A multi-part lanyard connector lhat couples lo a lanyard 
substrate and selectively couples lo an attachment to thereby fomi a lanyard system, the 
multi-part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement al muhiplc connection 
points, the lanyard connector comprising: 

(A) a lanyard connector body coraprising: 

a first body portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, the first 
portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the 
first portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; and 

a second body portion lhat is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first 
body portion, the second body poition having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively, nomotatably coapling lo the distal 
portion of die first body portion; and 

(B) a neck extending distally from the distal portion of the second body 
portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be disposed within and coupled to a 
portion of an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, such that a user can selectively 
detach the first body portion from the second body poition and can selectively detach an 
attachment from the distally extending neck, wherein th e neck coni priscs a neck 
coinrn-isini> op posing rig ht a nd lcl\ neck n ienibcrs^cacjLnccI^^^ .5 .llUDJlOr 
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pmjcimql monibcr ajid a d istal , wider skirt m e mber, wher ein the proximnl incnT[l2Ci:g 
coilccliydy form a proxijrLul p ortion havin u a su bstantially circu lar cr oss section and tht^slcirt 
meLnbej;s coUccji^ 
towar d the lanv cird con nector body . 

25. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
first body portion seJcctively buckles onto the second body portion. 

26. (Currently Amended) A-k^iyar^Qnn0Gtof-£bSHH3c44ec4-in m uh i-parl 
hinyard connecL or that cou ple s to a lanvard sub strate and sele ctivel y couples to AtLnclimeni 
iQjjjcrch^oni x.a lany(ird s ystem, tlic multi- pail l^iiyanLr^vnf^^^^ 
discn^a^cmcnLaljmiUiiilc c onncctioi^ p oin ts, the lany ard co nncclor copi prlsing: 

. . ..(A ) a l aiiv ard connector body co mprism^ 

— a first bfijdy.. potion th at is configur ed to couple to a lan yard su listratc. tliu fi rs ( 

Pi3.aionJiayinKJi-Pr oxi^^ portion and a d istal portion, wh ercinLthgjm^t^^ 
ilrslpo rtion is con fiti urcd to cou pl e to a lan va rd substrate: am i 

a sccQiid body nortion th at is con fig ured to be sc IgcLivclv disengaged from the Jl rst 

body portion, the, second bodx portion havin g a proxim al poition a3\d a (hslfll^poi-ljqn^j^hc 

PJ;PidiBaLjlQrUpn^ofi^ 

portio n QFlhc Rrs t body portio n;^and 

• --J[Bi a. neck cxt c ndine distally from th e dista[ ppjijmi. o/jJifi_^££^ 

^u(ion^.dj>lalj[im^ neck be ing conll^urc d t o he disp osed with in and co upled to a 

C5lLtisin of an attachTnjLnt^Qjhcreb^y fon^^ a lanyard s j/stoii^suj^haLajisc sele ctively 
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dctach_ih p first hotl y_.nm1f Qn from ih o sec ond body poriion_gjidjca^^^ 
aUaghmcnt iVom the di stal l y extendin g neck. 

wherein Ihc second body portion comprises a dual male buckle portion lhat is 
configured to be scloolively disengaged from the first body portion, the dual male buckle 
portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a distal portion, the proximal portion of the dual 
male buckle portion comprising a plurality of protuberances that selectively couple to the 
distal portion of the first body portion; and (ii) a distally extending split neck extending from 
an opposing side of the dual male buckle portioti, the neck being configured to be disposed 
within and coupled to a portion of the attachnient in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement with 
the attachment. 

27. (Previously Presented) A lanyartl connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
distally extending neck enables the attachment to rotate about the neck. 
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28. (Currently Amended) A-4?mya-r-<J-eQftneclor as reeketV4n"€-]am>"24A multi-parL 
lanyard conneclo r that couples .to. a, Imvifiirtl snbstraLc and selectively couples to an altoc hinont 
let. thereb y fovm a lanyard system, the muUi-parl Um vard cj^mJlcj:;lQr. enabling conve nient 
diseng agement at multiple conn e ction points , the lanyard connector c omprising: 
(Aj a_bmyfLrd connector body, c 

a Hrst l^ody potlion that iiS confi giircd^to couple to a lanyard substrate, the fi i^X 

poilion having a proximul portion ajnid,a„di.stnl portion, wherein the proxim al porlioii p.f Ibp. 
first poilion is configure d to couple to a lanyard substrate: and 

a second body p ortion that is configiu'cd to he selectively disengaged Tt-o m I licjlr§l 
body, porti on, the second body portion havini; a proximal portion and a diy^ln l porjion, . the 
proximal portion oC x ho $ec;on d l>ody poition selective ly^ nonroUitcibly couplina to the dist al 
noilion ofthc first body portion: and 

(B) a neck ex tending di staily from the distal portio n of Ihe sccoi\d body 

portion, a dis tal portion of the neck b eioH co niiunred to be disposed within and coupled to a 
portion o f a n attachment to th ereby f orm a lanyard system , such thnt a user ca n selectively 
dejach the first body portio n Ironi liic second body portion and c an selectively deUtch a n 
a ttachment rrorn the d istaily cxtcndinu neck . 

wherein the second body portion comprises a dual male buckle portion that is 
configured to be selectively disengaged from the first body portioji, the dual male buckle 
portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a distal portion, the proximal portion of tlic dual 
male buckle portion comprising outer protuberances that are sufficiently flexible to 
selectively couple to the distal portion of the first body portion and an elongate protuberance 
positioned between tlic outer protuberances and configured to selectively fit within a mating 
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recess within the first body portion, such that the dual male buckle portion is nonrotatably 
coupled to the first body porlion; and (ii) a distally extending split neck extending from an 
opposing side of the dual male buckle porlion, the neck being configured to be disposed 
within and coupled to a portion of the attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement wilh 
the attachment. 

29. (Currently Amended) yNr-lifflyttrd-eot^nee^er-as-recited-in €toim-g- 4A rnu lti-pt<rt 
lanyard connccior th at couples to a Lanyard substrate and solcctivelv couples lo an aUachmenL 
to thereby fonn a lanyard s ystem, the multi-part lanyard connector c nablinK cojivcniciU 
discji uaQcmcnt al multip le connection uoints. the lanyard connector com prisi ng: 

(A) H Jaiiyard.co nnector body comprisin g: 

a, first body portion that is ccnrig urcd ^:Iol couple to a lanyard substr ate. t he fi rsL 

po rtion havina a prt>xim al nQ.rtj on and a distal portion, wherein t he pmximal_ ponio n of the 
first portion is conilmircd to co uple to a J a nyai-d substrate: and 

a second boily portio n that is confi g ured to bo selociiye lv di$en^ap.cd fro m the first 

bodbc poit ion, the second body port ion havinu a proximal porlion and a di stal portion, the 
proxi mal poilion of the s ecogd body portion selec lively, nonrotat ably coupling to t he distal 
ftOtd i 01.1 of the first bod y p oil io n: a nd 

(B) a nec k cxtc ndtnj&; distally from the d|stal_ i^ ortion of th e second bpdy 

puilion, a dislal ponion o f the n eck being configured to b e dispo sed within and cou pled to a 
porjip n of an attachm ent to t hereby form a lanvnrd system, such that a u ser can selectively 
cicuieh. the first body po rtioiii Jconi. the second body port ion and can selectively dc( <Tch an 
attachnicn t from the distally exten ding jieck. 
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wherein Ihe distally extending neck comprises a split neck having Hrst and second 
opposing lapering portions configured such that the tapering portions contact a portion of an 
attachment when tlic attachment is mounted thereon. 

30. (Previously Presented) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the 
distally extending neck engages the altuchment in a snap-litting relationship. 

31. (Cancelled) 
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32. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A multi-part lanyard connector thai couples to a 
lanyard subsUatc and selectively couples to an allachmcnt to Uiercby form a lanyard system, 
the tmilti-part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection 
points, the lanyard connector comprising: 

(A) a lanyard connector body comprising: 

a first body portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, the first 
portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the 
first portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; and 

a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first 
body portion, the second body portion having a pi-oxinial portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively coupling to the distal portion of the 
first body portion; and 

(B) a split neck extending distally from the distal portion of the second body 
portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be selectively disposed within and 
coupled to a portion of an attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement, to thereby form 
a lanyard system, the split neck having first and second opposing tapering portions 
configured such that the tapering portions contact a portion of an attachment when the 
attachment is mounted thereon, such that a user can selectively detach the first body portion 
from the second body portion and can selectively detach an attacluncnt from the distally 
extending neck, wherein the first and second body portions arc configured to be nonrolatably 
coupled. 
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33. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A multi-pait lanyard connector thai couples to a 
lanyard substrate and selectively couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard syslcm, 
the multi-part lanyard coiuicctor enabling convenient disengagement at mulliplc connection 
points, tho lanyard connector comprising; 

a Temale buckle portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, tlie 
female buckle portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal ^ 
portion of the female buckle portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; 

a dual male buckle portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the 
female buckle portion, the dual male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a 
distal portion, the proximal portion of the dual male buckle portion comprising a plurality of 
protubt?rances that selectively couple to the distal portion of the female buckle portion; and 
(ii) a distally extending spht neck extending from an opposing side of the dual male buckle 
portion, the neck being configured to be disposed within and coupled to a portion of an 
attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement with Uie attachment, 

wherein the neck comprises a split neck comprising opposing right aiid left neck 
members, each neck member comprising a thinner proximal member and a distal, wider skirt 
member, the skirt members tapering and widening proximally, 

such that an attachment can be selectively, snap fit onto the split neck in rotating 
engagement with the split neck and such that a user can selectively detach the male buckle 
portion from the female buckle portion and can selectively detach an attachment from the 
distally extcjiding neck, 

wherein the proximal portion of the dual male buckle portion is configured to be 
nonrotatably coupled to the female buckle portion. 

Page 9 of 15 

PAGE 1«20 * RCVD AT 7/29/2005 4:12:13 PM [Eastern Daylight fmie] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ' DNIS:273a3(M) ' CSID:18013281707 ' DURATION (min-ss):05-22 



JUL-29-05 FRI 02:16 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER FAX NO. 18013281707 P. 15 

Application No. OM/931,392 

Aincndmcnl "0** and Ucsi^nse daicd July 29, 200.S 

Reply Ui Orricc Action miiil«l June 15, 2005 

34. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 33. 
wherein the male and female buckle portions arc configured to be nonrotalably coupled to 
each other, 

35. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 33. 
wherein «he first and second protuberances each have a proximal end and a distal end, the 
pi-oximal end of each protubcitmce entering a respective recess in the female buckle portion 
when the male buckle portion ts coupled to the female buckle portion, and wherein each 
protuberance includes a distally facing notched portion located between a respective 
proximal and distal end of each respective protuberance, 

36. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 35, 
wherein a portion of each protuberance extends out of the female buckle portion when the 
protuberances are coupled tlicrcto so as to be exposed through a respective rccess in the 
female buckle portion, such that a user can unbuckle the protuberances by pressing inwardly 
thereon. 
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37. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard, comprising: 
a lanyard substrate; aiid 

a muJti-part lanyard connector tliat couples to the lanyard substrate and sclcctLvcly 
couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the multi-part lanyard connccloi- 
enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection points, the lanyard connector 
comprising! 

(A) a lanyard connector body comprising: 

a first body portion coupled to the lanyard substrate, the first portion having a 
proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the first portion 
couples to the lanyard substrate; and 

a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first 
body portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively, nonrotalably coupling to the distal 
pordon of the first body portion; and 

(B) a neck extending distally from the distal portion of tlic second body 
portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to bo disposed within and coupled to a 
portion of an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, such that a user can selectively 
detach the first body portion from the second body portion and can selectively detach an 
attachment from the distally extending neck. 



38. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the 
neck comprises a split neck. 
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39. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein liic 
distal portion of the first body portion comprises a female porlion and the proximal portion of 
tiic second body portion comprises a male portion, the male portion selectively buckling into 
the female portion. 

40. (Previou.sIy Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the 
dislally extending neck comprises a split neck having first and second opposing tapering 
portions configured such that the tapering portions contact a portion of an altachmejil when 
the attachment is moimtcd thereon, wherein the distally extending neck engages the 
attachment in a snap-fiiting, rotating relationship. 

41 . (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the 
second body portion comprises a dual male buckle portion that is configured to bo selectively 
disengaged from the first body portion, the dual male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal 
portion and a distal portion, the proximal portion of the dual male buckle portion comprising 
a plurality of protuberances that selectively couple to the distal portion of the first body 
portion; and (ji) a distally extending split neck extending from an opposing side of the dual 
male buckle portion, the neck being configured to be disposed within and coupled to a 
portion of the attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement with the attachment. 
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42. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recited in claim 41, wlicrciii a 
portion of each protuberance extends out of the first body portion when the protuberances are 
coupled thereto so as to be exposed througli a respective recess in the first body portion, such 
that a user can unbuckle llie protuberances by pressing inwardly thereon. 

43. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recited in claim 42, wherein the 
male and female buckle portions are configured to be nonrotatably coupled to each other. 

44. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recite*! in claim 37. wherein the 
proximal portion of the second body portion comprises a plurality of protuberaiiccs that 
selectively couple to the distal portion of the furst body portion and the first and second 
protuberances each have a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end of each 
protuberance entering a respective recess in the first body portion when the second body 
portion is coupled to the first body portion, and wherein each protuberance includes a distally 
facing notched portion located between a rcspecdve proximal and distal end of each 
respective protuberance. 
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45. (Previously Presented - Allowed) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein Iho 
second body portion comprises a dual male buckle portion that is configured to be selectively 
disengaged from the first hotly portion. Uic dual male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal 
portion and a distal portion, the proximal portion of the dual male buckle portion comprising 
outer protuberances that aie sufTiciently flexible to selectively couple to the distal portion of 
the fust body portion and an elongate protuberance positioned between the outer 
protuberances and configured to selectively fit within a mating recess within the first body 
portion, such that the dual male buckle portion is nonrotatably coupled to the first body 
portion; and (ii) a distally extending split neck extending from an opposing side of the dual 
male buckle portion, the neck being configiucd to be disposed within and coupled to a 
portion of the attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement with the attachment. 
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